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About College Application Week

Montana College Application Week (MCAW) is a 

statewide, week-long initiative that takes place 

each fall. During the week, participating high 

schools host college application completion 

events. The goal of MCAW is to assist 

graduating seniors in navigating the complex 

college admissions process and to complete at 

least one admissions application. 
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During MCAW, participating high schools set 

aside time and space during the school day to 

give every senior the opportunity to apply to 

college. The initiative also aims to assist low- 

income students, first-generation college going 

students and those who would not have 

otherwise considered college. Montana 

campuses agree to waive or defer the 

application fee in order to encourage access to 

all students.  



MCAW by
the numbers

R E C O R D - B R E A K I N G

P A R T I C I P A T I O N  Y E A R

1 6 4  H I G H  S C H O O L S    

4 , 6 0 7  A P P L I C A T I O N S

2 0 1 8  E X C E E D S  T H E

P R E V I O U S  R E C O R D  I N  2 0 1 6

B Y  7 9 6  A P P L I C A T I O N S
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67%
67% of the surveyed applicants during College

Application Week qualify for the free and reduced

lunch program. 

 

 

 

Per the MCAW student survey: 

*82% of applicants hadn't applied to any colleges

before College Application Week 

*49% of applicants stated that they are very likely

to attend the school they applied to during MCAW. 

*20% of applicants will be the first in their family

to attend college.
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Private 
4%

Tribal 
6%

MUS 2 Year 
22%

MUS 4 Year 
68%

Applications by Campus Type

*data not available for these schools
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The College Application Week initiative seeks to 

increase senior applications, assist in enrollment and 

promote college graduation. Montana GEAR UP 

analyzed college enrollment data on 2017 MCAW 

participants provided from participating post- 

secondary institutions.

*data not available for these schools
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Keep on 
moving 
forward

*75% of seniors surveyed said MCAW greatly improved

their understanding of the college application process. 

*65% of participants said MCAW increased their interest

in attending college. 

*71% of high school counselors stated that MCAW

impacted the number of seniors submitting applications

to college.

O N E  S T E P  A T  A  T I M E

G E A R U P



student
responses:
Seniors completed a survey after

participating in MCAW. Here's what they

had to say.... 
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"I thought it was a great opportunity for me to sit

down one-on-one with my counselor...I wasn't

alone during the process." -GEARUP student from

Thompson Falls 

 

"...An amazing opportunity, I can't give enough

props to whomever thought of this..." -Lame Deer

HS Senior

"{CAW} helped me decide that I want to attend a

Montana college." -GEARUP student from

Thompson Falls 

"My big goal in life is to go to college. Things like

this help a lot." -Park HS Senior 

 

"I'm grateful that College Application Week exists

for those who may not be able to afford to apply

to the college that they desire to attend." -First

Generation Student from Hamilton HS
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SAVE THE DATE: 

 SEPT 30-OCT 4, 2019

"I really appreciated this 

week. I know it helped a 

few kids in my class find 

the inspiration and drive 

to complete an 

application! Thank you!!" 

-Culbertson HS Senior

Thank you!!


