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WHAT SCHOOLS NEED TO KNOW

WHAT IS THE AMERICAN COLLEGE APPLICATION CAMPAIGN?

The American College Application Campaign (ACAC) is a national effort of ACT’s Center for Equity in Learning
to increase the number of first-generation college students and students from low-income families pursuing a
college degree or other higher education credential. By removing the barriers that often prevent these students
from applying to a postsecondary institution, ACAC ensures that all high school seniors complete at least one
college application.

WHAT IS THE BENEFIT TO MY SCHOOL AND STUDENTS?

This is a school-wide, a community-wide, a state-wide and a national movement. Together, we can elevate all of
our student-focused efforts and shine a light on the important work all of us do to achieve a common goal. If your
school is already implementing an approach to support students through the college application process, joining
your state campaign and the national campaign elevates your good work and provides a platform for your school/
organization to serve as a leader in this work.

WHAT ARE THE EXPECTATIONS OF HOST SITES?

As a host site, it is expected your school or organization will provide an opportunity for all seniors to complete

at least one college application during the school day and school hours. You are also expected to report basic
data to the state campaign coordinator about the number of students who participate and number of applications
submitted. Some states request additional data from their sites. If so, your state coordinator will inform you of this
when you register for the campaign.

IS THERE A TRAINING?

Each state handles training differently. Some host in-person events while others host webinars. Typically, training
is only required for new host sites and new host site coordinators. Check with your state campaign coordinator.

IS THERE A COST ASSOCIATED WITH PARTICIPATING?

There is no requirement to spend financial resources on your campaign events. Schools can do as much or as
little as their budget allows for hosting a college application completion event. Most schools report spending less
than $200 to cover snacks for volunteers and preparing event resources.

HOW MUCH TIME IS REQUIRED OF STAFF?

Most schools report spending an average of 2 hours per week on planning and execution of their application
events. Typically, schools spend more time planning in the first year or two but once the event is established, less
time is required for planning. Also, planning efforts usually start 6-8 weeks prior to the application event. More
time is required during the week/day(s) of the event than pre- and post-event.

FIND YOUR STATE CAMPAIGN COORDINATOR: https://equityinlearning.act.org/acac/states/.
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