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Rising Seniors – Summer Break: Next Steps

Summer break between your junior and senior year is a great time to explore the colleges you are interested in. Here are some tips to set you up for a successful senior year.

Visit College Campuses
· Schedule in-person or virtual visits to college campuses. 
· Talk to an admissions counselor, professor, and current student, if possible.

Activities & Involvement
· Write down any activities you’re involved in for applications.
· Include: sports, clubs, leadership roles, jobs, church activities.
· Show involvement both in school and outside of school.

Scholarship Search
· Join scholarship search websites, like scholarships.com, fastweb.com, or Encourage. 
· Email your school counselor or check your school website for local businesses and community foundations that offer scholarships. 
· Start looking and applying!
· Work on scholarship essays.

Essay Planning
· Some college applications may require a personal essay. 
· Begin to brainstorm what you want to share about yourself and why you want to go to that college. 
· Make a list of trusted adults who may be willing to proofread your essays.

Finalize College List
· Review the college list you created during your school’s College Match Day event. 
· Remove any colleges you are no longer interested in.
· Add new colleges you are interested in.
· Make note of any application fees, essay requirements, or letter of reference requirements.

Suggested Questions for a College Visit:

· What majors are popular?
· How big are the classes?
· Where do most freshmen live?
· What types of financial aid does the college offer and how do I apply?
· What activities and services are available through the institution to help students get settled?
· What services are available locally? 
· How easy is it to meet with faculty?
· Are most classes taught by professors or teaching assistants?
· Where do students hang out on campus?
· What is there to do on the weekends? Do most students stay or leave campus on the weekends?
· What departments or programs have the best reputations?
· What kinds of students are happiest at your school? 
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